About the Juror
A St. Louis native, Robin Hirsch-Steinhoff holds a BFA from Kansas City Art Institute (1985).
Since 1989, Robin has served as Artistic Director of Art Saint Louis, a non-profit visual art
organization & Gallery in downtown St. Louis. Her full-time work with Art Saint Louis includes
curating & presenting juried and curated exhibitions, creating opportunities for artists, and
working to exhibit and promote the work of St. Louis regional artists. Since 1997, Robin has
served as juror and/or awards judge for 56 local & Midwest regional art exhibitions. She served
as a grants reader for Regional Arts Commission’s Artist Fellowships (2017), grants panelist for
Missouri Arts Council (2008-2012), and has participated in numerous volunteer community
activities for regional non-profit organizations including Chesterfield Arts, Circus Flora,
Regional Arts Commission (Arts Commandos), and Volunteer Lawyers & Accountants for the
Arts. She is past-President of the St. Louis chapter of the National Women’s Caucus for Art for
which she also served as Vice President, Newsletter Writer/Editor, and Board Advisor. Robin has
served on the Board of Directors of the St. Louis Gallery Association and as Exhibitions
Consultant for Chesterfield Arts. As an independent curator, she curated the two-artist
photography exhibit “Pausing for Reflection: A Reflection on
Pausing ,” presented at Regional Arts Commission (2011). As an artist, her work was included in
the “Holga Polka ” exhibition at the Gallery at Regional Arts Commission (2009) and in two
“Thirteen Squared ” exhibits at Regional Arts Commission, St. Louis (2010 and 2012).

Juror’s Statement

I want to thank Carla Giller and everyone at Saint Louis Watercolor Society for inviting me to
serve as Awards Judge for the “Big Splash 2018” exhibit. It was a great privilege to view all of
the lovely artworks presented in this exhibition. After viewing all of the works in this gallery, I
came away from the experience most impressed by the extraordinarily talented community of
water media painters working here in St. Louis.
I was especially impressed by the wide variety in which the participating artists express their
subjects and the manner in which they are depicted/painted. There are beautiful examples of
portraiture, some very precise and semi-realistic, others loose and interpretive, free with color
and paint. There are scenes of nature and the outdoor world in all of its exquisite beauty, from
landscapes of the mountains and the plains, cityscapes, seascapes, as well as things just
outside our window. There are beautiful bouquets of flowers and there are animals (llamas,
birds, dogs, cats, fish, horses, a giraffe, and insects, too). I enjoyed seeing all of these subjects
interpreted in as many ways as there are artists in this show—open minds, open eyes = such
great imagery & style.
The scenes of everyday humanity struck me as extra sensitive and lovely: a small pile of folded
linens/laundry; oranges in a colander; a gathering of people under a tree out back behind a
farmhouse; a country musician on stage lit by such beautiful light; a group of men on a porch
with the American flag aflutter. To me, this exhibit represents all the bits & pieces that make up
the beautiful land in which we live. Artists are so fortunate to have the skills to interpret all of
this beauty through brushwork, craftsmanship, paint, and color. This exhibit is full of visual
thrills and I hope that you will find yourself as inspired as I was after having viewed this lovely
exhibition and all of these beautiful interpretations of the world around us.
Congratulations to everyone in this special exhibition. To those whose works were selected for
Awards, your works are truly lovely. To those who did not receive an award this time around,
your works are really lovely, too. Please know that every artwork in this room is worthy of an
award. Everyone did a wonderful job and stepped up to present their most lovely artworks.
Thank you so much for allowing me to be a part of this.
Robin Hirsch-Steinhoff, Artistic Director, Art Saint Louis

Award Winning Entries

First Place
HK Holbein Inc., $239.50
Watercolor Set of 30 5 ml Tubes
Erin Blumer

You Asked Me In July

Second Place
Cheap Joe’s, $216,
$200 Gift Certificate &
Cheap Joe’s Apron
Lee Walter

Warm Glow

Third Place
M Graham & Co., $200
Watercolor Set
Barbara Martin Smith

Standing Guard

Award of Recognition #1
Winsor Newton, $166
12 Half Pan Watercolor Field Box
Charles Wallis

4th of July

Award of Recognition #2
Armadillo Art and Craft, $154,
Brusho Crystal Colour Watercolor Set,
“The Art of Brusho” Instructional Book,
& Rekab Watercolor Brush
Janet Doll

Racing to the Finish

Award of Recognition #3
Jack Richeson & Co., $150
Gift Certificate
Karen Romani

Poppyseed Heads

Award of Recognition #4
Jack Richeson & Co., $125
Gift Certificate
Lon Gilbert

Farmer

Award of Recognition #5
Artmart, $100,
$50 Gift Certificate,
Winsor Newton Scepter Gold II 1” Flat Watercolor Brush
& Escoda Prado #14 Filbert Watercolor Brush
Janine Helton

Kaleidoscope

Award of Recognition #6
Dick Blick, $100
Gift Certificate
Mary Drastal

Road to Sedona

Award of Recognition #7
Dick Blick, $100
Gift Certificate
Jane Hogg

Braid Burn II

Award of Recognition #8
Jack Richeson & Co., $100
Gift Certificate
Nora Schomogy

Oranges With Sunlight and Shadows

Honorable Mention #1
Golden Artist Colors, $100,
$50 Gift Certificate & QoR 12 Color Introductory Watercolor Set
Julie Bantle

Last Set

Honorable Mention #2
Creative Catalyst Productions, $60
DVD Gift Certificate
Diane Carder

Sunday School Teacher

People’s Choice Award
Creative Catalyst Productions, $60
DVD Gift Certificate
Kitty Harrison

Koi Pond

Our Corporate Sponsors
We also would like to thank our corporate sponsors who so generously donated our
awards:

