
About the Locations 
U City in Bloom has selected three locations for the 

competition.  U City in Bloom was founded over thirty years ago 

when three friends decided to brighten up a street corner by 

planting some daffodil bulbs.  From that small start, U City in 

Bloom has grown into a non-profit organization which plans, 

plants, and maintains over 300 community gardens and large 

planters in business districts.  It enjoys a close partnership with 

the City of University City. The locations chosen represent some 

of U City in Bloom’s most extensive landscaping. 

Heman Park, where Centennial Commons is located, also has a large swimming pool, tennis courts, 

and hiking trails.  The sweep of colorful annuals around Centennial Commons should be in full bloom 

in mid-September.  There is also a rose bed around the nearby fountain.  To the southeast of 

Centennial Commons is the Bird Habitat Garden.  Native plants are used exclusively in this area to 

attract birds, butterflies, and other pollinators. 

 

University City’s Civic Plaza is on the National Register 

of Historic Places.  Its iconic City Hall and Lion Gates 

date from the city’s founding, by Edward Gardner 

Lewis, in 1906.  When City Hall was renovated for its 

centennial, the surrounding gardens were also redone 

using plants typically in use at the turn of the twentieth 

century.  There are other areas of interest:  Epstein 

Plaza near the Post Office with its “Rain Man” fountain, 

and Harriet Woods Plaza, just west of City Hall, with 

two whimsical musician lion statues by Bob Cassilly.  

The Public Library, just east of City Hall, has U City in 

Bloom plantings on all four sides, including a “secret garden” beneath a stone 

wall. 

 

Lewis Park was named for the City’s founder, and was, in fact, part of E. G. 

Lewis’s estate.  The main house burned down in the 1950s.  Lewis Park 

underwent extensive renovation two years ago and the plantings there are all 

new.  In the center of the park is a large pond with fountains and the playful 

“Fish on a Bicycle” statue. 

We look forward to seeing some of our favorite gardens through your artistic 

vision. 


