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About our Judge, Margaret Keller,
Signature Member NWS, TWSA
Working in related series in various media, including installation,
meticulous graphite drawing, watercolor, digital prints, oil painting and
silkscreen,

Keller

examines

contemporary culture.

the

relationship

between

nature

and

Current series include looking at surveillance,

natural disasters and our experience of nature and the landscape in our
digital age.

She also focuses on the curatorial and critical aspects of

contemporary art and has many published reviews, including Art in
America, All The Art and Temporary Art Review.
Her work has been exhibited in galleries, museums and collections in
Berlin, Chicago, Atlanta, California, Ohio, Colorado, Missouri, Maryland,
Wisconsin, Arkansas, New York, Beijing and others. Currently, her art is
at Quadratfuß,

NX2, Annex Art, Berlin/ Budapest and was recently

at The Arkansas Art Center Museum in Little Rock and the RAC gallery
in St. Louis.
Margaret’s painting, Rampant, a watercolor and charcoal on paper, is
displayed in our exhibition for our enjoyment (it is not being offered for
sale). For more information on Margaret, please visit her website: www.margaretkellerstudio.com.

Judge’s Statement
First, congratulations on having your artwork in this exhibition and special congratulations to the
award winners. Many outstanding paintings were entered. The awards were limited to 17, so this was a
competitive show. The work I selected for awards ranged widely in style, approach and use of media. I
was not picking my favorite work, instead my goal as judge was to look at each artwork in its own right
for what it had to give the viewer, without prejudice or preference for a particular style or approach.
In other words, whether the art was abstract, non-objective or realistic, I looked at it on its own merits,
instead of selecting specific types or styles of work. This
means that a variety of styles won awards because a judge should not be prejudiced toward only one
approach. Instead, they should be open to what the artist has to offer, regardless of what that is, and
then apply their criteria for successful work. We are lucky to be artists in a time and culture that has
no official style for art that everyone must cleave to and mimic. My taste in styles of art is wide, so I
concentrated on looking at how successful the artist was in visually expressing his or her intentions,
their creativity and their skill level.
So, if I wasn’t just picking what I liked, what were my criteria? Criteria were similar to those I use in
teaching art. First, there are foundational issues in visual arts called the Principles of Design, which
visually successful art often follows. I like to tell students that you can break these rules, as long as you
know these rules and break them well. These principles of design are interesting, as they offer infinite
ways to create an image that is compelling. One of the principles that came up often as I was looking
at the work for this exhibit was variety. I was looking for work that had enough visual variety to be
interesting (not monotonous or overly repetitious) but not too much variety so as to be chaotic. This
applies to brushstrokes!

Another design criteria considered was balance. This usually is either

symmetrical or asymmetrical and is key in creating an interesting, dynamic composition.

Balance

also applies to color use and distribution. And if the work was realistic in approach, then it needed to
demonstrate basic competence in creating realism through good drawing skills and the ability to depict
space (perspective, etc.). One common issue is with edges: edges need attention and variety rather than
being only hard edges, if the goal is to create realism and space. So far, all the criteria mentioned fall
under the umbrella of formalism, or how the art functions or works visually.

I don’t believe those

criteria are subjective, because everyone can see these.
Intimately connected to and beyond those formal aspects is the creative, subjective aspect of the image.
One of the prime things I was searching for, in determining awards, was a sense of discovering
something unique, surprising, unexpected or special in the work. That could be termed creative, or the
opposite of the uncreative, tired, expected and typical image. Winning artworks expressed something
personal and compelling. This was visible. One way I think of art’s job is that viewing it should be a

transport, as it takes you somewhere else, through the eyes of the artist, into a place you haven’t
exactly been before, so that you see it, or feel it, in a new light.
creativity.

I think that’s a good definition of

And although it’s said there’s nothing new under the sun and that artists can’t really

create anything truly new any more, that’s not the point (or true). Instead, I think you could say it all
boils down to having an attitude/idea/feeling to express and the means to express it well.
Margaret Keller, NWS, TWSA

September 27, 2016

Award Winning Entries

Judge’s Choice Award
Cheap Joe’s
$250 Gift Card and $16 Apron

Charles Wallis
Mt. Hood

Award of Excellence
M. Graham & Co.,
$200 Watercolor Set

Barbara Martin Smith
Born Free

Award of Achievement
Winsor & Newton.,
$181 Paint Set

Lee Walter
Launch

Award of Recognition #1
HK Holbein,
$172.50 Paint Set

Allyn O’Byrne
Aix-en-Provence

Award of Recognition #2
Jack Richeson & Co.,
$150 Gift Certificate

Nancy Muschany
Prickly Pear

Award of Recognition #3
Artmart,
$139 Travel Paint Set and
Brush

Marilynne Bradley
Into the Light

Award of Recognition #4
Jack Richeson & Co.,
$125 Gift Certificate

Elizabeth Concannon
Carry Hope into the Future
Into the Light

Award of Recognition #5
HK Holbein,
$122.50 Paint Set

Linda Wilmes
Twilight Magic
Into the Light

Award of Recognition #6
Armadillo Art & Craft,
$106 Paint, Paper & Brush

Sharon Hutson
His Favorite Lunch
Into the Light

Award of Recognition #7
Dick Blick Art Materials,
$100 Gift Certificate

Carla Giller
Home in Hoi An

Into the Light

Award of Recognition #8
Jack Richeson & Co.,
$100 Gift Certificate

Nora Schomogy
Cowboy

Into the Light

Award of Recognition #9
Creative Catalyst
Productions,
$60 Gift Certificate

Junko Eccles
My Own Morandi

Into the Light

Award of Recognition #10
Creative Catalyst
Productions,
$60 Gift Certificate

Karen Papin
It's Mine

Into the Light

Award of Recognition #11
Dick Bick Art Materials
$50 Gift Certificate

Janine Helton
Strike a Pose

Into the Light

Honorable Mention #1
Dick Bick Art Materials
$25 Gift Bag

Fran Kempin
Welcome

Into the Light

Honorable Mention #2
Dick Bick Art Materials
$25 Gift Bag

Judy Brown
Heffalump and Friends

Into the Light

Honorable Mention #3
Dick Bick Art Materials
$25 Gift Bag

Crystal Goldkamp
Blue Snail

Into the Light

People’s Choice Award
Dick Bick Art Materials
$50 Gift Certificate

Jan Merritt
Blue Mystic I

Into the Light

